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Introduction

Theoretical education + Practical training

of

people in research with Laboratory Animals

different procedures / different countries

Quality Animal Welfare 

Quality Science
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Introduction

Theoretical education + Practical training

of

people in research with Laboratory Animals

same procedures / different countries

Harmonisation and Quality!
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Outline of presentation

I) What the Directive 2010/63/EU demands

II) What the EC recommends

III) Starting qualifications

IV) Building an educational portfolio

V) Reaching the highest degree
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What the Directive 2010/63/EU demands

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:276:0033:0079:en:PDF

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:276:0033:0079:en:PDF
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Expert Working Group 

European Commission
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Expert Working Group 

European Commission

Aim: To develop minimum educational 

guidelines for the 4 functions, for their

Education & Training

Assessment of Competence

Continuing Professional Development (CPD)



Education & Training

Framework Document
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https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/fca9ae7f-2554-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-282223752

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/fca9ae7f-2554-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-282223752
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V) Reaching the highest degree
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Education & Training

Framework Document

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/fca9ae7f-2554-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-282223752

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/fca9ae7f-2554-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-282223752
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Starting qualifications 

(Functions a, c, d)

NO starting qualifications:

no high-school diploma

no Bachelor’s, DVM, MD, … degree

IF one attends courses (theory + skills)   

AND passes the exams:

they are “qualified” to work as F a, c, d
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Starting qualifications 

(Function b)

Academic degree

or

“Equivalent in an appropriate scientific 

discipline”

Course certificate?

Years of work/experience?
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Education & Training

Framework Document

Based on the British Modular teaching system
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Modules: 

“Core, Function-Specific, Additional”
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Core Modules
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Function A Specific Modules
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Function B Specific Modules
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Function C Specific Module
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Function D Specific Modules
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Functions A, B and C

is being added in the Revision of the E&T Framework
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Additional Modules
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Education & Training
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https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/fca9ae7f-2554-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-282223752

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/fca9ae7f-2554-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-282223752
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Example Module + Learning Outcomes



Examples of Assessment Criteria
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Example of a Training Record
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Training           Competence
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Training           Competence

Training alone 

does not

deliver

Competence
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Example of a Competence Record
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Example of a CPD Record
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Knowledge           Critical Thinking

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/fca9ae7f-2554-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-282223752

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/fca9ae7f-2554-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-282223752
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Knowledge           Critical Thinking

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/fca9ae7f-2554-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-282223752

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/fca9ae7f-2554-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-282223752
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The educational process

Course Organisers are encouraged to promote 
students’ critical thinking rather than just their 
recalling facts or mimicking actions

Anderson & Krathwohl (eds) A Taxonomy for Learning, Teaching, and Assessing: A Revision of 
Bloom's Taxonomy of Educational Objectives. 2001 New York: Addison-Wesley. London: Longman
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Building an educational portfolio

High school / Courses 

Under-graduate University degree (BSc, MD, DVM)

CPD: Courses, Seminars, Congresses

Post-graduate University degree (MSc, PhD)

CPD (Life-Long Learning / LLL): Courses, …
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Continuing Professional Development

https://felasa.eu/Portals/1/Guidelines/Smith_2010_FELASA_Continuing_Education.pdf?ver=pE1sc7TlodGkaxv_qe7qIw%3d%3d/

https://felasa.eu/Portals/1/Guidelines/Smith_2010_FELASA_Continuing_Education.pdf?ver=pE1sc7TlodGkaxv_qe7qIw%3d%3d/
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Training recommendations for Vets

European Society of Laboratory Animal Veterinarians

European College of Laboratory Animal Medicine

Laboratory Animal Veterinary Association

European Veterinarians in Education, Research and Industry
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Two distinct Veterinary roles

Laboratory Animal Veterinarian (LAV)

Designated Veterinarian (DV)

Poirier et al., Lab Animals 2015;49:89-99
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Levels of Education for Vets

Poirier et al., Lab Animals 2015;49:89-99 
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Roles of a Veterinarian

Scientific advice (on LA welfare, health, animal models)

Scientific participation (research studies, anaesthesia, 

surgery)

Administrative (committees, manage personnel)

Teaching (researchers, personnel)

...
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Module 24: Designated Veterinarian

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/fca9ae7f-2554-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-282223752

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/fca9ae7f-2554-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-282223752
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FELASA E&T Accreditation Board

Accredits LAS Courses by a quality assurance system

Previous “FELASA Categories” A,B,C,D

New Function Courses A,B,C,D 

LAS Specialists Courses

Designated Veterinarian Courses

https://felasa.eu/education-training

https://felasa.eu/education-training
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FELASA E&T Accreditation Board

Issued “Recommendations” for current or future LAS Course Organizers on 

how to accredit their Courses, based on the requirements of the Directive 

2010/63/EU and the E&T Framework document

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0023677218788105

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30041570

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0023677218788105
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30041570
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Comparison of FELASA Categories and the 

Functions identified in Directive 2010/63/EU

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0023677218788105

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0023677218788105
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FELASA Accredited Courses

https://felasa.eu/education-training/course-listings

https://felasa.eu/education-training/course-listings
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What course / where to train

Selection based on Function and Species

Modules may be completed separately / 

at different locations / countries

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0023677218788105

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0023677218788105
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What course / where to train

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/fca9ae7f-2554-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-282223752

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/fca9ae7f-2554-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-282223752
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The E&T Platform for LAS

Education & Training Platform for Laboratory Animal Science 

(ETPLAS) 

To provide a forum for exchanging information on LAS 

Education & Training 

To provide course organisers with the necessary information 

to establish training courses

To provide the user community with information on available 

training courses

https://etplas.eu/

https://etplas.eu/


What course / where to train
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https://courses.etplas.eu/en

https://courses.etplas.eu/en


What course / where to train
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https://etplas.eu/en/eu-modulescourses
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https://etplas.eu/en/eu-modulescourses
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https://learn.etplas.eu/less

ons/eu-12-1-how-the-

severity-of-scientific-

procedures-is-classified/

https://learn.etplas.eu/lessons/eu-12-1-how-the-severity-of-scientific-procedures-is-classified/


Explore “Flipped” learning

Lecture material (ppt, links) given before the lecture

Students familiarize themselves with the material before

meeting the Lecturers

Lecture time is used in interactive discussion and problem-

based learning
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Enhancing medical education with gallery walk, flipped classroom, and VARK.                         
M. Babaie et al.

J Educ Health Promot. 2026;15:94. doi: 10.4103/jehp.jehp_1345_25

Using a flipped classroom teaching and learning approach to promote scientific literacy skill development and retention. 
E.B.K. Brendel et al.

FEBS Open Bio. 2025 doi: 10.1002/2211-5463.13938



69I. Dontas 12th CULA UoC 21.04.2026

“In a nutshell”

According to the Directive 2010/63/EU and the EC 
Framework document:

Anyone can start a career in LAS

Anyone that is educated/trained in LAS and passes 
exams successfully can work as a Function A, C or D 
person

A person aiming to design procedures & projects 
should normally have a degree before being 
educated/trained in Function B Modules
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“In a nutshell”

CPD / LLL is necessary for all functions

Additional LAS education/training ranges from weeks 

to years for all functions 

Veterinarians need LAS education/training additionally 

to their DVM studies, in order to work as a DV or LAV

The ultimate achievement for DVMs is to reach 

Diplomate status
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Thank you for your attention

Questions: idontas@med.uoa.gr


