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Living under COVID-19 pandemic
• During this period we all desperately are looking 

forward to have from the scientific community 
“good news”

• Social pressure from the community to 
scientists is highest possible

• Time is very limited as thousands of people
are passing away
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• Probably this period could be considered as a 
period of “open communication” between 
scientists and the public concerning the 
biomedical research:

• MEDIA (television, radio, newspapers, websites)
• SOCIAL MEDIA (Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Blogs)
• INTERVIEWS with scientists 
• Hundreds of PRE-PRINTS uploaded everyday
• Health & Science JOURNALISTS 
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Balancing use of animals and the 
scientific outcome by the public

• Public is invited to 
balance the use of 
animals with the 
scientific outcomes 
which may influence 
humans, animals or the 
environment
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- Does the public have the 
expertise/information to 
judge?

- How public can balance 
severity vs. scientific 
outcome?

- Based on which criteria?
(common sense)

IN MOST OF THE PROJECTS THE RESULTS MAY 
TAKE YEARS TO GET IN OUR EVERYDAY LIFE
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This existing situation should not be considered as an 
excuse to continue using animals

On the contrary 

This situation demand further justification 
and transparency on the use of animals in 

research 
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SCIENTISTS

COMMUNICATION SKILLS

COMMUNICATE THE RIGHT MESSAGE WITH THE 
RIGHT WAY 
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COMMUNICATION SKILLS!!!
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European Commission, Directorate-General for Environment, Non-technical project summaries under Directive 2010/63/EU on 
the protection of animals used for scientific purposes – , Publications Office of the European Union, 
2022, https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2779/778680
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Non Technical Summary
• Enhance openness and transparency regarding the use of 

animals in research
• Facilitate easy access and understanding of the various areas in 

which animals are used, between the public and non-
governmental organizations (NGOs)

• Encourage scientists to develop and improve their communication 
skills and better explain their research interests to the public

• Improve the quality of scientific information available to the public 
and prevent the dissemination of false information;

• Support the exchange of good practice on the 3Rs principle to 
replace or reduce the number of animals used or to improve 
experimental techniques;
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https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/envdataportal/web/resources/alures/submission/nts/list
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https://www.understandinganimalresearch.org.uk/application/files/2316/4380/0757/Writing_NTS_summaries.pdf
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CONCLUSIONS

• The public has to know about animal research 
• It is up to scientists and everyone who is involved on 

LAS to provide information
• Information has to be objective
• Education on communication skills is necessary
• The aim is to promote the beneficial character of our 

research and our Responsibility – Not making 
campaign for animal research
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